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Through education, a whole community can be librated- Mufutau
Akuruyeju, MTNF Scholar and winner , CERN Openlab ICT training
programme

Mufutau Akuruyeju is a 500 level Computer Engineering student of the University of Lagos, Akoka. The second of
two children, Mufutau has always wanted to learn everything he could about ICT, which occasioned his studying
computer Engineering in the University of Lagos. His brilliance helped him to win an MTNF scholarship and has
maintained the required minimum CGPA of 3.50 which allowed him to continue receiving the scholarship worth
N200,000. He spoke on his journey to clinching the coveted slot to study a nineweek ICT training programme in
CERN Openlab, Switzerland. Excerpts.

How did this journey begin?

When I was in my second year in school in 2012, I saw an advert in the MTN Foundation website where they
requested for application from interested students for their scholarship scheme. I showed interest, took the exams
and passed. Since then, I have maintained the required CGPA and have enjoyed the scholarship worth N200,000.
Early this year, there was another post on the Facebook page of the MTN Foundation announcing an upcoming nine
week advanced IT project and requesting interested applicants to apply. I applied and an acknowledgement mail
was sent to me. They later requested for details of different things: project management skills, data base skill,
analytic framework and Linux. I made all they requested for available and forwarded to them. I was then requested
to visit the website and upload my personal details. It was a very rigorous exercise and it took me weeks to apply
because they requested for a lot of things. Also requested for was my motivation, reasons for applying, what I have
accomplished and so much more. Another requirement was reference letters from my department and my school
and a recommendation from one of my professors. It really was a rigorous exercise but I am happy with the results
today.

What impact did the MTN Foundation scholarship have on your educational pursuit in the university?

A whole lot of impact. The difference between an average student and a very brilliant student is the extra mile
walked by the very brilliant student. Left to me and with my own financial capabilities, I wouldn’t have been able to
go that extra mile by getting necessary materials for my course of study. The scholarship played a very big role in
assisting me to buy all the materials I needed to excel in my academic works including past question papers, books,
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assisting me to buy all the materials I needed to excel in my academic works including past question papers, books,
among other materials. They went a long way in adding value and helping my academic work.

You are not just the only Nigerian but the first African to be selected for the ICT programme in
Switzerland, tell us your feelings on this accomplishment.

Words cannot express how I feel right now. Sometimes, I feel like I am still dreaming and someone should wake me
up. The first time I received the call, I needed the caller to repeat the words again to me to enable me believe it
was really happening. Right now, I am mapping out a strategy of things I hope to achieve while in Switzerland. This
is an opportunity of a life time and I cannot thank MTN and Oracle enough for this opportunity. Aside from Oracle
data base that I will be studying there, I hope to go one step further and enquire about a good school where I can
begin my Master degree programme immediately I graduate from school, perhaps intern in a research institute if
possible because I am a very passionate about technology and skills. In sports for instance, only a few people can
excel. Evening football, all 11 players cannot be like Ronaldo and win every tournament but through education a
whole community can be librated. I am very passionate about skills and this is the kind of thing that can change it.

Going to Switzerland will make you an ambassador of sort for your school, Nigeria and the African
continent. What words of advice do you want to give to fellow young Nigerians?

Hard work pays and when you get something on merit, it will take you a long way. If you get something because
you know a few people somewhere, you may not be able to sustain the position or prove your worth. Achieving
something on merit through hard work and dedication, is the easiest way to reaching the pinnacle of your career.
Personalities like Microsoft’s Bill Gates, Larry Ellison, CEO, Oracle and a host of other people who worked hard to get
to where they are today inspire me. So I say to my friends in school, there is always a reward for hard work.

 Share  Tweet

 Share (https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com%2Fthrougheducationawhole
communitycanbelibratedmufutauakuruyejumtnfscholarandwinnercernopenlabicttraining

programme%2F)

Share (http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com%2Fthrough
educationawholecommunitycanbelibratedmufutauakuruyejumtnfscholarandwinnercern

openlabicttrainingprogramme%2F&title=Through education, a whole community can be librated Mufutau
Akuruyeju, MTNF Scholar and winner , CERN Openlab ICT training

programme&source=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com)

 Share (http://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?media=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com%2Fwp
content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F06%2Fmufu.jpg& url=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com%2Fthrough

educationawholecommunitycanbelibratedmufutauakuruyejumtnfscholarandwinnercernopenlabict
trainingprogramme%2F& is_video=false&description=Through education, a whole community can be librated

Mufutau Akuruyeju, MTNF Scholar and winner , CERN Openlab ICT training programme)

0 0

0



0

0

 Previous (http://flairng.com/un-urges-new-

nigerian-president-to-prosecute-boko-haram-

crimes/)
UN urges new Nigerian president to
prosecute Boko Haram crimes
(http://flairng.com/un-urges-new-nigerian-
president-to-prosecute-boko-haram-crimes/)

Next (http://flairng.com/mtn-invests-in-

education-through-21-days-of-yello-care/)
MTN invests in education through 21 Days of
Y’ello Care (http://flairng.com/mtn-invests-in-

education-through-21-days-of-yello-care/)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR



flairng (http://flairng.com/author/flairng/)

RELATED ARTICLES

N19.2 bn fraud: EFCC faults dismissal of 
Sylva’s case flairng.com/n19‐2‐bn‐fraud…

Flair Nigeria 
@FlairNigeria

Show Summary

Nigeria’s Buhari meets peers to hammer 
out Boko Haram force
 flairng.com/nigerias‐buhar…

Flair Nigeria 
@FlairNigeria

Show Summary

Glo leads in corporate enterprise market
 flairng.com/glo‐leads‐in‐c…

Flair Nigeria 
@FlairNigeria

Show Summary

21h

21h

10 Jun

Tweets Follow

Tweet to @FlairNigeria

TWITTER

01:56

86%

1020

4.67mph

Lagos
Jun12

Humidity

Pressure

Winds

NOW

29℃

WEATHER


SAT

Jun13 Scattered Clouds  

ADVERTISMENT

Financial Times (http://www.ft.com/)

Thisday (http://www.thisdaylive.com/)

Punch (http://www.punchng.com/)

Guardian Newspaper

USEFUL LINKS









(http://flairng.com/un
urgesnew
nigerian
president
to
prosecute
bokoharam
crimes/)

(http://flairng.com/mtn
investsin
education

through21
daysof

yellocare/)

http://flairng.com/obiano-inaugurates-asba-disburses-n1bn-msmes-loans-to-small-business/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608638229328326656
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606414169747910656
http://t.co/XoWuZx3Mzc
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606778870621196288
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=608626972466524161
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/604941554906722304
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=606782548241485825
http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=604185050037493760
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com%2Fthrough-education-a-whole-community-can-be-librated-mufutau-akuruyeju-mtnf-scholar-and-winner-cern-openlab-ict-training-programme%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=607997873771442176
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=605759503452114945
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=607997769660395520
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=604941554906722304
http://flairng.com/tag/mtn/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=608638229328326656
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=605322259461455872
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
http://www.thisdaylive.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=608247717157081088
http://t.co/DXtf9W69hP
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=608218812085760000
http://t.co/wS7bRBVshy
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608247717157081088
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=608218812085760000
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=608638229328326656
http://t.co/gON61LcKVc
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/607997873771442176
http://t.co/MLbFaMYrHV
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608626972466524161
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606779086606860288
http://t.co/hQFF1Hl4iN
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=608626972466524161
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=606778870621196288
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=607997769660395520
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=606779086606860288
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=608247717157081088
http://t.co/gJjpD5wdDv
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=604185050037493760
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
http://t.co/swrN9BBsV0
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
http://flairng.com/costolo-steps-down-as-twitters-chief-executive-officer/
http://flairng.com/un-urges-new-nigerian-president-to-prosecute-boko-haram-crimes/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=607997769660395520
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606779086606860288
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608218812085760000
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606778870621196288
http://flairng.com/un-urges-new-nigerian-president-to-prosecute-boko-haram-crimes/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608218812085760000
http://t.co/E9TNhEIfhU
http://t.co/oQZgE9Nzj0
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
http://t.co/8IxN79amjY
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608335173827108864
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606414169747910656
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=606778870621196288
http://www.ft.com/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/607997769660395520
http://flairng.com/n19-2-bn-fraud-efcc-faults-dismissal-of-sylvas-case/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=606779086606860288
http://t.co/rhzAfKKoOQ
http://flairng.com/tag/mufutau-akuruyeju/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=FlairNigeria
http://t.co/VhZASNTk0V
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606413967452438529
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/605322259461455872
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/607997873771442176
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=607997873771442176
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=606414169747910656
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=606413967452438529
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=608247717157081088
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608626972466524161
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
http://flairng.com/nigerias-buhari-meets-peers-to-hammer-out-boko-haram-force/
http://flairng.com/tag/mtn-foundation/
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=608335173827108864
http://flairng.com/author/flairng/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608335173827108864
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/605759503452114945
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=605322259461455872
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=608218812085760000
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=606782548241485825
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606782548241485825
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/604185050037493760
http://flairng.com/mtn-invests-in-education-through-21-days-of-yello-care/
http://flairng.com/un-urges-new-nigerian-president-to-prosecute-boko-haram-crimes/
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=608626972466524161
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=606782548241485825
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com%2Fthrough-education-a-whole-community-can-be-librated-mufutau-akuruyeju-mtnf-scholar-and-winner-cern-openlab-ict-training-programme%2F&title=Through%20education,%20a%20whole%20community%20can%20be%20librated-%20Mufutau%20Akuruyeju,%20MTNF%20Scholar%20and%20winner%20,%20CERN%20Openlab%20ICT%20training%20programme&source=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=604941554906722304
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=608335173827108864
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/605759503452114945
http://flairng.com/mtn-invests-in-education-through-21-days-of-yello-care/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=604941554906722304
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=607997873771442176
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=605759503452114945
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/604182673641230337
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606413967452438529
http://t.co/BeLMXXnva6
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/604185050037493760
http://www.punchng.com/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/605322259461455872
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=608335173827108864
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/606782548241485825
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=606413967452438529
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/608247717157081088
http://flairng.com/author/flairng/feed/
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=606414169747910656
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=606778870621196288
http://t.co/gO8GXsJFI6
http://t.co/UJZmHPoFDg
http://flairng.com/mtn-invests-in-education-through-21-days-of-yello-care/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/607997769660395520
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?media=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F06%2Fmufu.jpg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fflairng.com%2Fthrough-education-a-whole-community-can-be-librated-mufutau-akuruyeju-mtnf-scholar-and-winner-cern-openlab-ict-training-programme%2F&is_video=false&description=Through%20education,%20a%20whole%20community%20can%20be%20librated-%20Mufutau%20Akuruyeju,%20MTNF%20Scholar%20and%20winner%20,%20CERN%20Openlab%20ICT%20training%20programme
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=604185050037493760
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=605759503452114945
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=606779086606860288
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=605322259461455872
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/604941554906722304
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=606414169747910656
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=606413967452438529
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=608638229328326656


Copyright © Flair Nigeria. All rights reserved.

(http://flairng.com/costolo
stepsdownastwitters
chiefexecutiveofficer/)
Costolo Steps Down as
Twitter’s Chief Executive
Officer
(http://flairng.com/costolo-
steps-down-as-twitters-chief-
executive-officer/)
June 12, 2015

(http://flairng.com/nigerias
buharimeetspeersto
hammeroutbokoharam
force/)
Nigeria’s Buhari meets peers
to hammer out Boko Haram
force
(http://flairng.com/nigerias-
buhari-meets-peers-to-
hammer-out-boko-haram-
force/)
June 11, 2015

(http://flairng.com/n192
bnfraudefccfaults
dismissalofsylvascase/)
N19.2 bn fraud: EFCC faults
dismissal of Sylva’s case
(http://flairng.com/n19-2-bn-
fraud-efcc-faults-dismissal-
of-sylvas-case/)
June 11, 2015

(http://flairng.com/obiano
inauguratesasba
disbursesn1bnmsmes
loanstosmallbusiness/)
Obiano Inaugurates ASBA,
Disburses N1bn MSMEs
Loans to Small Business
(http://flairng.com/obiano-
inaugurates-asba-disburses-
n1bn-msmes-loans-to-small-
business/)
June 11, 2015

Guardian Newspaper

(http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/)

Vanguard (http://vanguardngr.com/)

The Nation

(http://thenationonlineng.net/new)

Channels Tv

(http://www.channelstv.com/home/)

THEWILL Newspaper

(http://thewillnigeria.com/news/)

Pointblank News

(http://pointblanknews.com/pbn/)

Leadership

(http://www.leadership.ng/nga/)

Daily Trust (http://www.dailytrust.com/)

Nigerian Tribune

(http://www.tribune.com.ng/)

Sun (http:http://sunnewsonline.com///)





















ARCHIVES

United States Dollar
(http://usd.fxexchangerate.com/)

06/12/15 15:56

1 USD =
United States Dollar 1

Euro 0.892

British Pound 0.646

Japanese Yen 123.69

Swiss Franc 0.931

Canadian Dollar 1.232

Australian Dollar 1.298

New Zealand Dollar 1.435

Nigerian Naira 198.95

UAE Dirham 3.673

Add to site

DAILY FOREX

Select Month

http://flairng.com/obiano-inaugurates-asba-disburses-n1bn-msmes-loans-to-small-business/
http://pointblanknews.com/pbn/
http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=603470319723110400
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=604182673641230337
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/604182673641230337
http://thewillnigeria.com/news/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/603470319723110400
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=604182673641230337
http://flairng.com/costolo-steps-down-as-twitters-chief-executive-officer/
http://flairng.com/n19-2-bn-fraud-efcc-faults-dismissal-of-sylvas-case/
http://t.co/oQZgE9Nzj0
http://www.tribune.com.ng/
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=603470319723110400
http://usd.fxexchangerate.com/
http://flairng.com/n19-2-bn-fraud-efcc-faults-dismissal-of-sylvas-case/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
http://t.co/1b9a6CVqji
http://www.fxexchangerate.com/exchange-rates-widget.html
http://flairng.com/through-education-a-whole-community-can-be-librated-mufutau-akuruyeju-mtnf-scholar-and-winner-cern-openlab-ict-training-programme/http://sunnewsonline.com///
http://thenationonlineng.net/new
http://www.leadership.ng/nga/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria
http://flairng.com/nigerias-buhari-meets-peers-to-hammer-out-boko-haram-force/
http://vanguardngr.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=603470319723110400
http://www.dailytrust.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=604182673641230337
http://flairng.com/obiano-inaugurates-asba-disburses-n1bn-msmes-loans-to-small-business/
http://flairng.com/costolo-steps-down-as-twitters-chief-executive-officer/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/
http://flairng.com/nigerias-buhari-meets-peers-to-hammer-out-boko-haram-force/
https://twitter.com/FlairNigeria/status/603470319723110400

